Defining the church

3.  “EXPERIENCING THE HEART OF THE CHURCH!”

Study Guide for June 17-18, 2006                                                                           Scripture: Acts 2:36-47

Theme:  “The heart of the church beats with people born out of conviction,burdened with confession and conviction and behaving with caring compassion.”
Read It: 

     Several weeks ago we recognized Memorial Day.  On this day the citizens of the United States were asked to remember those who have fallen in the great fight for freedom throughout the years.  Like the Fourth of July, we also recognize those who  survived the battles and have served in our armed forces.  The purpose of these commemoration days is to remind us of the privilege of our freedoms and also of the sacrifices made to provide it and to stir our hearts and passion to continue in that struggle for our sake and for the sake of others. But all too often we enjoy the festivities and forget the heart of the day.

     Does the church of today remember?  Do we remember the price that Christ paid to set us free from sin, judgment, death and Satan’s bondage?  Sadly, we too often do not want to hear about sacrifice, the cost of involvement, the price of participation and sharing the good news in Christ.  We want the blessings and benefits, without the burdens.

     As we continue our studies in Acts we are called to remember.  We remember what lay at the heart of a band of Christ-followers who literally turned their world upside down.  What provoked their passion?  Their hearts were touched by the passion and work of Jesus...they got rid of selfish pride by confessing their sinfulness...they committed themselves to Christ and to each other...and they developed a caring network that met the needs of people.

     While you study this passage and remember the passion and power of the early church, let it inspire you to deepen your devotion to love Christ and to be a part of  His continuing ministry.

KNOW:
1 What was the heart of Peter’s message to the people?  Acts 2:22-34; 36
2 How did the hearers respond to Peter’s words?  Acts 2:37
3 What did Peter tell his audience to do? 2:38-40
· What was this promise and gift of the Holy Spirit? Acts 2:38. Rom 8:1,9;                  Jn 1:12,13

4 What effect did Peter’s sermon have on his listeners?  Acts 2:41-42
BE:

1     What must be the heart focus of every Christian?

2     Why is it important for people to begin their Christian life with true, heart-felt confession of sin?

3    What is the significance of your baptism ?        

4    Why are the activities described in Acts 2:42 essential for the spiritual growth of Christians?

5 Would you describe your involvement in church as self-centered or others-centered?  Why?

DO:

1   When was the last time you shared the salvation claims of Christ with another   person?
2    What are sin areas in your life you need to repent of?

3    How important is worship, fellowship and personal involvement to you?
